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Demographic decline?

Ivan Willis Rasmussen

(The Challenges and Opportunities of an Aging Asia )

Demographic change in East Asia will alter the political landscape for the region. While Japan
and South Korea head towards the ‘third age’, China will face an increasing demand on its
working population as only children must care for multiple older family members. For example,
the Japanese Health Ministry predicts that the total population in Japan will decrease by 25% by
2050, and South Korea has been recently described as an “Aging Tiger” [Klassen]. What are the
political implications of these changes? Are there inevitable trends and consequences? Some
analysts argue that demographics are not destiny and that these shifts will have an
unpredictable impact on international affairs in the region as evidenced by classical parallels
[Holmes]. Other commentators point to the problems that the region will face as its working
populations decrease and older societies are increasingly dependent on a shrinking
demographic dividend [Eberstadt]. More optimistic views look toward a “geriatric peace” and
show how ‘older’ modernized societies can still be very economically productive [Haas]. In the
following study, the author will show how the demographic decline in East Asia will occur such
that it presents both challenges and opportunities for the region. Looking at the shifting
demography of the region displays the necessity for increased political cohesiveness in response
to those changes. Using both quantitative analysis of the population dynamics and qualitative
resources such as government policies and historical cases, the author will argue that the next
40 years will be pivotal to the region. Importantly, key regional players such as Japan, South
Korea, and China will need to respond to their ‘demographic decline’ with an emphasis on
improving relations with the United States and younger Southeast Asian nations. An aging Asia
is an integral part of America’s “Pacific Century” [Clinton] and likewise requires an improved
rapport with the US. Demography may not be destiny but it certainly offers a salient lesson

about destination in East Asia.
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A Relatively Independent Voice from Civil Society: Public Interest Litigation

in Contemporary China

Junxin Jiang

(Centre for East Asian Studies, University of Turku)

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been a popular legal practice in China over the past fifteen
years. Although based on infringed individual interest due to the standing limitation, this new
type of litigation focuses on public interest, social justice and policy change by involving

consumers’ rights protection, fundamental rights against a variety of discrimination in

employment, education and other fields, right to information and environmental protection, etc.

As this legal action usually aims to government agencies with nonfeasance or being abuse of
power as well as state-owned industry giants like railways, telecommunications and banks that
are assumed to infringe consumers’ rights by taking advantage of their dominant market
position and administrative protection, it has drawn widespread attention through which it
helps raise public awareness of their rights, advance the idea of caring for vulnerable groups

and encourage public participation.

As a significant legal and social phenomenon against the background of social transition, how
does it emerge and develop? Why is it allowed to exist? What issues has it handled? What is its
implication and influence? Based on case studies and interviews, the paper offers an in-depth
empirical analysis of PIL by examining its actors and their interaction. It states that PIL is fuelled
by a series of factors that include the awakening of citizens’ rights consciousness accompanied
by the reform and opening up to the world; the growing concerns for social injustice and
inequality caused by imbalanced social and economic development; and the aspiration to strive
for more public space and discourse among civil society. The paper finds that the government is
ambivalent towards PIL. On the one hand, it is reluctant to encourage this grassroots legal
action that sometimes challenges its authority, nor is it willing to suppress PIL as it seeks
vindicating public interest and resolving disputes through law that is beneficial to social stability.
It is this ambivalence that leaves some room to PIL and its participants. The study concludes
that PIL actually symbolizes a relatively independent voice from civil society who tries to

promote social change in less politically sensitive fields during the post Tiananmen era.



